Robyn Amadon

P.O. Box 187

Roaring Gap, NC  28675

PH: 336-363-9187

rstello@skybest.com
January 4, 2007

Mr. Bryan Edwards, Town Manager

Town of Sparta

P.O. Box 99

Sparta, NC 28675

Mr. Don Adams, County Manager

Alleghany County Administration

90 South Main St.

P.O. Box 366

Sparta, NC 28675

Mayor John Miller

Town of Sparta

P.O. Box 99

Sparta, NC  28675

Re:
Suggestions Concerning Alleghany Animal Shelter

Dear Misters Edwards, Adams, and Mayor Miller:

I have been a volunteer at the Alleghany Animal Shelter for about 1.5 years.  During this time I have observed numerous animals surrendered to the shelter.  Among these animals are multitudes of puppies.  From my understanding of the contract between Twin Oaks Veterinary Hospital (Twin Oaks) and Alleghany County, Twin Oaks receives $5 per dog per day for a minimum of 5 days.  If you calculate the average litter of puppies to be 7 pups per litter, the County pays $175 for ONE litter of puppies.  My suggestion is that the owner surrendering these puppies be fined or required to reimburse the County for these fees.  Another suggestion is to require that the owner spay their female dog to prevent future litters of unwanted puppies.  

From conversations with workers and other volunteers, it seems that there are several “repeat offenders” that often drop off litters of unwanted puppies each season.  These owners should be held responsible for their actions.  I would also like to note that it would be far cheaper to offer financial assistance for the spaying of one dog versus the care of multiple litters of unwanted animals each season.  

Another suggestion I wanted to bring to light is that it should be a requirement that adopters spay or neuter their adopted shelter animal prior to its leaving the facility.  Or to require that owners show proof of a spay/neuter appointment prior to an animal’s adoption (in case an owner wants to use their own veterinarian to perform the surgery).  Many of the animals adopted out of the shelter go unaltered and unfortunately, females often end up pregnant.  These unwanted puppies are then turned into the shelter, thereby perpetuating the cycle.  

For example, there is a female dog with her litter of 10 puppies currently residing at the shelter awaiting adoption.  The female has been adopted by a resident who openly admitted to wanting to breed this female once adopted.  Shelter workers and dedicated volunteers who can provide adoption counseling should have the authority to turn down an adopter in such a case.  Or they should be able to offer to spay or neuter the animal prior to its leaving the facility.  Adopting a shelter animal to an owner who is only going to turn around and breed that animal is atrocious.  The shelter should be able to support a role in the community that encourages educating local residents about animal care, and be able to reinforce goals that will overall reduce the number of unwanted animals.  Instead, workers and volunteers currently have no authority to approve or decline an adopter.  

There are other occasions where volunteers and staff should be able to turn down adopters.  There are malicious people who fight dogs that often visit and adopt shelter animals to use as “bait” animals.  These dogs are tortured and often killed once leaving the facility – and the staff and volunteers are helpless to screen out these potential “killer” adopters.  

The animal shelter is supported by the community in donations of food and supplies, but does not receive nearly enough financial support to offer assistance for the spaying and neutering of adopted animals.  If the County were able to offer financial assistance to those in need, I feel it would greatly reduce the number of unwanted animals at the shelter.

In closing, I wanted to bring these suggestions to your attention to hopefully bring about change that is badly needed in our County.  It is my hope to help educate residents about animal care and provide a “voice” for the animals at the shelter.

Please contact me at the above telephone number or email address if you have any questions or would like to further discuss these issues.

Sincerely,

Robyn Amadon

CC:

Mr. Larry Davis, Director 

Alleghany County Public Works

90 South Main St.

P.O. Box 366

Sparta, NC 28675

Ms. Karen Adams, Administrative Assistant

Alleghany County Administration

90 South Main St.

P.O. Box 366

Sparta, NC 28675

Mr. Randy Miller

Alleghany County Board of Commissioners

P.O. Box 83

Sparta, NC 28675 

Mr. Doug Murphy

Alleghany County Board of Commissioners

1249 Memorial Park Drive

Sparta, NC 28675 

Mr. Ken Richardson, Chair

Alleghany County Board of Commissioners

P.O. Box 248 

Sparta, NC 28675 


Ms. Milly Richardson

Alleghany County Board of Commissioners

P.O. Box 1893

Sparta, NC 28675

Mr. Warren Taylor

Alleghany County Board of Commissioners

1034 Spicer Mountain Road 

Sparta, NC 28675 

Ms. Joy Hines, Finance Officer

Alleghany County Finance Office

90 South Main St.

P.O. Box 366

Sparta, NC 28675

Mr. George Stancil, Director

North Carolina Cooperative Extension

90 South Main Street

Sparta, NC  28675

Twin Oaks Veterinary Hospital

2970 US Hwy. 21 N

Sparta, NC  28675

